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Major Differences between Ionic and Attic Greek

Herodotus wrote in an Ionic dialect, and below is a summary of some of the
differences that readers will encounter from the Attic dialect that they learned in
elementary Greek. Many of these examples are taken from the first pages of Book 1.

1. Vowel Changes

a.a@ > n aftere,1,p
b.g = el before v,p, A
c.o0 2> ou beforev,p,A
d.et 2 ni

d.av orov 2 w

2. Consonant Changes

a.TT 2 oo
b. T =2 Kk inkol, kolog etc.

c.g,0, x>, T, K

3. Changes in Declension Endings

a. First Declension
1. masc. gen. sg. -ov 2> -Ew
2. gen.pl. -cov 2> -écov
3. dat. pl. -a1s 2> -noi(v)

b. Second Declension
1. dat. pl. -o1s > -o101(v)

c. Third Declension
1. endings are uncontracted

Attic

TPayua
ayyeAia
Eévos
gveka
udvos
Svopa

PBaoiAeia
oTpaTeia
olv
gauToU

fdAaTTa
TETTAPES
TS
TOTEPOS
APIKVEOUOL
atbis
Séxoual

KapBuoou
TTepodov
TTépoaig

EKAOTOLS

PBaotAels
PBaoiAf

Yévous

Herodotus (Ionic)

TP YU
ayyeAin
Eeivog,
glveka
Houvos
oUvoua

BaoiAnin
oTpaTnin
Qv
gwuTOU

8&Aacoa,
TéOOEPES
KGOS
KOTEPOS
aTmikvéoual,
alTis
Sékopal

KapPBuoew
TTepoéaov
TTéponot

EKaoToIOL

PaoiAées
PBaoihéa
Yéveos
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